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SUBJECT:PORPOISE ITEM ON AGENDA OF INTER-AMERICAN TROPICAL 
TUNA COMMISSION 



PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR NOVEMBER 12-16 ANNUAL MEETING OF IATTC 
HAS AS ITEM 8 QUOTE THE PORPOISE TUNA RELATIONSHIP AND 
ASSOCIATED PROBLEMS END QUOTE. IN THIS CONNECTION, ACTION 
ADDRESSEES ARE REQUESTED TO INFORM HOST GOVERNMENT OF 
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FICE CONCERNED WITH IATTC AFFAIRS THAT US NATIONAL SECTION 
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OF COMMISSION HAS SENT FOLLOWING LETTER TO DIRECTOR OF IN- 
VESTIGATIONS: 

QUOTE DEAR DR. IOSEPH: AS YOU KNOW, IN OCTOBER OF 1972 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES SIGNED INTO LAW THE 
MARINE MAMMAL PROTECTION ACT OF 1972. INCLUDED IN THE ACT 
ARE PROVISIONS FOR DEALING WITH THE TAKING OF MARINE MAMMALS 
INCIDENTAL TO COMMERCIAL FISHING FOR TUNA. YOU WILL RECALL 
THAT THE LATE MR. WILLIAM TERRY DESCRIBED THESE PROVISIONS 
AT LAST YEAR'S COMMISSION MEETING IN PANAMA. 

IT IS THE GOAL OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT THAT THE IN- 
IT IS THE GOAL OF THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT THAT THE IN- 
CIDENTIAL KILL OR SERIOUS INJURY OF MARINE MAMMALS 
RESULTING FROM TUNA FISHING BE REDUCED TO INSIGNIFICANT 
LEVELS APPROACHING A ZERO MORTALITY AND SERIOUS INJURY RATE. 
IN ORDER TO MEET THIS GOAL, THE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN CON- 
DUCTING RESEARCH DESIGNED TO DEVELOP FISHING METHODS AND 
GEAR WHICH WILL REDUCE THIS INCIDENTAL KILL AND INJURY 
RATE. 

THE MARINE MAMMAL PROTECTION ACT DIRECTS THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT TO COMMENCE NEGOTIATIONS WITHIN THE INTER- AMERI- 
CAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMISSION IN ORDER TO REDUCE TO THE 
MAXIMUM EXTENT FEASIBLE THE MORTALITY AND SERIOUS INJURY OF 
MARINE MAMMALS CAUSED BY VESSELS OF ALL COUNTRIES IN- 
VOLVED IN THE EASTERN TROPICAL PACIFIC TUNA FISHERY. WE 
BEGAN THESE NEGOTIATIONS LAST YEAR BY BRINGING THE REQUIRE- 
MENTS OF THE ACT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE OTHER COUNTRIES, 

AND WE HOPE TO HAVE A THOROUGH DISCUSSION OF THE PROBLEM AT 
THIS YEAR'S COMMISSION MEETING. 

SECTION 1 1 1(C) OF THE ACT ALSO DIRECTS THE UNITED 
STATES GOVERNMENT TO REQUEST YOU, AS THE DIRECTOR OF IN- 
VESTIGATIONS OF THE INTER- AMERICAN TROPICAL TUNA COMMIS- 
SION, TO MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO ALL MEMBER NATIONS OF THE 
COMMISSION AS SOON AS IS PRACTICABLE REGARDING THE USE OF 
FISHING METHODS AND GEAR WHICH THE AVAILABLE RESEARCH INDI- 
CATES IS EFFECTIVE IN REDUCING INCIDENTAL MARINE MAMMAL 
MORTALITY AND SERIOUS INJURY RATE. WE CONSIDER THIS LETTER 
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TO CONSTITUTE SUCH REQUEST, AND WE PLAN TO SPEAK TO IT 
AGAIN AT THE COMMISSION MEETING IN NOVEMBER. WE HOPE IT 
WILL BE POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO RESPOND FAVORABLY TO THIS 
REQUEST. END QUOTE. KISSINGER 
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